SUCHOFF, DORA
This is an _____ -year-old woman with history of dementia, weakness, coronary artery disease, hyperlipidemia, status post stent cardiac placement, DJD, weight loss significant in the past two months, diabetes, hyperlipidemia, confusion, no longer able to recognize anyone, is becoming nonverbal, history of depression, protein-calorie malnutrition, constipation, ADL dependency, bowel and bladder incontinent, the patient is now bedridden for the past month to six weeks and history of seizure.
This is a _____ -year-old Hispanic woman who was evaluated by her primary care physician for the above-mentioned symptoms. The patient lives with her daughter who states that mother is having now difficulty with swallowing even liquids, hence the significant weight loss. She is at high risk of aspiration; of course, she has been bedbound for sometime and the patient’s family is not interested in any kind of PEG tube placement. She is sleeping 20 hours a day. Her blood pressure is hovering between 80 and 90 systolic and appears tachycardic especially for the past two weeks. She also has developed a stage II ulcer around her sacrum which is deemed unavoidable and un-healable because of her severe protein-calorie malnutrition. For this reason, the patient has been referred to hospice to keep the patient comfortable for the remaining time that she has on this earth. She is definitely hospice appropriate and she definitely has less than six months to live. The patient’s family is aware of her grave prognosis as well.
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